CIVIC EDUCATION JSS2
THIRD TERM SCHEME OF WORK.

Revision of last term work.

Election and Voters responsibilities: concepts of Election. Voter and voting.
Types of elections.

Election and voters Responsibilities.contd.

Qualifications for Elections and Responsibilities of a voter.
Procedure for voting. Importance of Election.

Electoral Malpractices: Concepts and forms of electoral practices.
Electoral Malpractices: Causes. Consequences.

Solutions to Electoral malpractices.

. Field work, excursion and seminars.
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WEEK 2
Topic: Voter’s Education
Contents:

1. Meaning of Voting

2. Voters’ Registration
3. Importance of Voting
4. Process of Voting

Meaning of Voting

Voting can be defined as the process of formally indicating one’s choice or opinion,
especially in election. It can also be defined as the means of choosing or electing a
leader or an opinion at a particular time.

Voting is the process of formally indicating one’s choice or opinion especially in an
election or referendum. It is also the casting of ballots for eligible aspirants by



eligible voters. Voters are those who have the right to vote or those who cast their
ballots in an election.

Voters’ Registration

Voters’ registration is the situation where individuals who is 18 years and above
registered and have a voter’s card, this card makes the person eligible for voting
during election. Voters’ registration often involves a visit to a designated voters’
registration center to enroll as an eligible voter.

A voter’s registrar who is in attendance would write the particulars of the
prospective voter. The registrar gets the name, age, sex, occupation, residential
address of the prospective voters.

Anybody who wants to vote in an election must have registered and have a voter’s
card so that when it is time for election he/she can go to the polling unit to cast his
/ her vote for the candidate of his/ her choice.

Voter’s registration is therefore the means by which those who are at the age of 18
and above visit a designated voter’s registration center to enroll as an eligible
voter. A voter’s registrar who is in attendance would write the particulars of the
prospective voter (e.g. name, age, sex, occupation, residential address etc.) into a
ledger or a system. After some time a voter’s card will be issued and that makes
the person an eligible to vote during election.

Voters determine who becomes a political leader in a democratic system of
government. So every voter has a great power to make or mar the future of a
country through his /her voting power.

Exercises

Explain the concepts of election, voter and voting.



WEEK 3
Voters’ Responsibilities
The responsibilities of voter are some of the following:

Reject all forms of gratifications before voting for a candidate

Be a vigilant and an enlightened citizen

Reject corrupt political party and electoral officers

Be disciplined and have self-control

Enlightened others who may not know the truth about the dubious
politician.

6. Do not vote twice
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WEEK 4
BASIC QUALIFICATIONS FOR ELECTION

In Nigeria , before a citizen is qualified to contest for a political office or vote for
someone, he/she must satisfy the following condition.

For Contestants

a) You must be a legitimate citizen of Nigeria.

b) You must be 25 years of age or above.

c) You must be a person of good character.

d) You must be an educated person with at least secondary school certificate.
However, it varies from one political office to another.

e) You must belong to a registered political party.

f) You must pay your tax up to date

For voter

a) you must be 18 years of age and above.
b) You must be registered during the registration process.



c) You must be a legitimate citizen of Nigeria.
d) Detainees are not allowed to vote during elections.

Assignment

1. State 4 election qualification for contestants

WEEK 5

Importance of Voting
The importance of voting are listed below

o To choose a desirable leader: Voting allows the general public to choose the
leader of their choice without anybody imposing leadership on them.

o To effect a change of policy: The citizens vote for or against a belief or
ideology, if a government is not doing well, the people can vote such
government out of power

» To exercise our civic right: It is a fundamental right that a person should vote
and be voted for

o To reject a wrong leader: Voting during elections to determine the kind of
life they want, through people’s vote, a bad leader can be voted out
immediately.

« It serves as a checking sit tight syndrome: Africans like power, they stay put
in power, they do not want to be removed, and when people are well
mobilized they can unseat an individual who wants to turn a political office
into a permanent sit.

« To ensure convincing Electoral victory: When eligible voters go out to vote
during election, the actual result is determined without any partiality.

o Other reasons are:

1. To exercise our civic and political right

2. To participate in governance

3. ltis an avenue to make a constructive criticism to bad leaders
4. It gives us a sense of belonging.

Process of Voting



Voting is an easy exercise; the following steps are taken in the process of voting:

« Once an individual has a valid voter’s card, he/ she can approach a polling
officer on the day appointed for election at the polling center.

o Present the voter’s card to the presiding polling officer who will make sure
that the particulars on the voter’s card corresponds with the one on the
voters register or the system for that particular polling centre.

o The presiding officer will then tear a ballot paper containing names and
pictures of political aspirants and their party logo and hand it over to the
eligible voter.

o Thevoteristhen directed to the polling booth which has an enclosure so that
the voting can be private to the voter.

o The voter uses the right thumb to touch the ink pad and presses the blank
vote space on the ballot paper of a choice party.

« the paper is then folded back cleverly so that the ink does not spread, If the
ink spreads across another party logo, the vote becomes null and void

« The ballot paper is then dropped into the transparent ballot box.

Election
Contents — Electoral bodies
Electoral Malpractices in Nigeria
How to prevent electoral malpractices

Electoral Bodies



Electoral bodies are those who conduct and supervise election process. The
constitution has provided for how elections should be conducted. Electoral
malpractices, includes any act, omission or commission that attempts to or in
essence circumvent the electoral process to favour a person, candidate or party. It
is any wrongdoing affecting electoral procedures, electorates and electoral
materials. Electoral Malpractice can also be defined asthe manipulation
of electoral processes and outcomes so as to substitute personal or partisan
benefit for the public interest. The body in charge of election processes is called
Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC). The body conducts election
into federal and state electoral constituencies. Usually for the conduct of local
government elections, the State Independent Electoral Commission (SIEC) is in
charge i.e. the state government takes over the conduct of the local government
election.

The INEC and SIEC are responsible for the

1. Conduction of voters’ registration,
2. Keeping custody of voters’ registers
3. Printing of Ballot Papers
4. Supervision of elections
5. Declaration of results
6. When there is an election petition, INEC and SIEC are officials also invited to
give evidence and defense at the tribunal.
Assignment

1. State 5 importance of voting
2. Describe voting process

WEEK 6 AND 7

TOPIC: ELECTORAL MALPRACTICES:
(a) Meaning of electoral malpractice.

(b) Forms of electoral: malpractice

(c) Causes of electoral malpractices

Meaning of electoral malpractice: This is the interference or manipulation of

electoral process by the electoral commission, political parties and candidates. It



include the following: - fake ballot papers, manipulation of votes, artificial scarcity of
electoral materials, underage voting, thuggery, financial inducement and other corrupt

practices, fake manifestoes.

Forms Of Electoral Malpractices
1. It may be caused by using of fake ballot papers printed illegally by

contesting parties and manipulation of votes.

2. There may also be artificial scarcity of electoral materials in some areas
in order to weaken some parties where they are strong.

3. Some political parties may hire under age voters who are not up to the
voting age in order to increase their chances of winning.

4, Some candidates or supporters may intimidate some lawful voters in order
to scare away the supporters of the opposing parities. They may use thugs
to snatch or steal the ballot boxes from voting centers where opponents are
more popular. (thuggery)

5. It may also be seen in a form of financial inducement and other corrupt
practices to win more votes.

6. It may also manifest in fake manifestoes of some political parties.

There may also be unlawful detention of some candidates.

8. Announcement of wrong candidates as the winner of an election.



Election violence in Nigeria

Causes Of Electoral Malpractices
1. Lack of Civic Education: Many voters are ignorant on how to vote, thumb

print or even identify the parties and the candidates of their choice.
2. Corruption/Greed: some officials of the electoral commission can be bribed
and tamper with ballot boxes.
3. Valued System: Poor value system can be a cause of electoral malpractices.
4. llliteracy: Most citizens in Nigeria are illiterate and lack political awareness.
5. Ambition to win power at all cost: Through the use of political thugs and
hoodlums to intimidate the electorate.
Other causes of electoral malpractices: Poverty, lack of independence of
electoral commission, Godfatherism, influence of the political party in
power.



EVALUATION
1. What is electoral malpractice?
2. Give three forms of electoral malpractice

3. List three causes of electoral malpractice

WEEKEND ASSIGNMENT:

PRE-CLASS READING: Basic Civic Education for Junior Secondary Schools JSS2 page
(106-109)
WEEKEND ACTIVITY: Write four likely consequences of electoral malpractice in the

country

TOPIC: ELECTORAL MALPRATICES:
(d) Consequences of electoral malpractices
(e) Preventing electoral malpractices

Consequences Of Electoral Malpractices
Electoral malpractices are always followed by negative happenings in the country
and to the electorate the following are some of the negative consequences:

» Wrong people in power

Prevention of free and fair elections
Political instability

Political violence

Scaring voters
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Loss of confidence and trust in government and democracy

Preventing Electoral Malpractices
As citizens of this great Nation, efforts should be made by everyone in order to
prevent electoral malpractices.

1. The public should be educated on voting procedure and danger of electoral

malpractices.
2. Voters must obey the laws guiding elections.
3. Serious punishment for elections riggers.



4. Polling agents should carry out their duties and avoid meddling with the
voting materials and exercise.
EVALUATION
1. Write four likely consequences of electoral malpractice in the country

2. List four prevention of electoral malpractice.

WEEKEND ASSIGNMENT:
1. To be eligible to vote, you have to be---------- (a) 17 years of age (b) 18

years of age (c) 19 tears of age (d) None of the above

2. The right of qualified adult to vote and be voted for(a)Election (b)referendum
(c)suffrage (d)democracy

3. Which body is charged with the responsibility to conduct free and fair
election in Nigeria? (a) PHCN (b)NUT (c)NPC (d)INEC

4. The first thing in electoral process is(a) registration of eligible voters (b)
verification of ballot papers (c) announcement of result (d) campaign

5. The political party that produced Dr Good luck Jonathan as the president of
Nigeria in 2010 is (a)PRP (b)ACN (c)APGA (d)PDP

6. One importance of political parties is that (a) it promotes corruption (b) it
hampers development (c) it promotes national unity (d)it punishes criminals

7. Which of the following is to nominate candidates that will stand for elections
(a) political parties? (b)legislature (c) Judiciary (d) INEC

8. Which arm of government is responsible for law making in Nigeria ?(a)
Executive (b) Legislature (c) Judiciary (d) None of the above

9. The judiciary performs one of the following functions in Nigeria.(a) law
interpretation (b) constitution interpretation (c) punishing offenders (d)
Impeachment

10. The modern democracy is popularly associated with--- (a) Russia

(b) America (c) Britain (d) Germany

PRE-CLASS READING:



Apex for Junior Secondary Schools JSS2 page (106-109)
WEEKEND ACTIVITY:

Write four likely consequences of electoral malpractice in the country

WEEK 8 AND 9
How to Prevent Electoral Malpractices
The following are the ways by which electoral malpractices can be prevented

1. Arrest and prosecution of people who violate electoral laws.

2. Swearing exercise should not be done until all petitions are disposed of at
election tribunals.

3. Customization of ballot papers in the form of putting the computer
information about a registered voter on the ballot paper to prevent multiple
voting.

4. The use of advanced information technology such as computers and forensic
machine for detection of fingerprints will reduce the act of multiple
registrations.

5. A person found guilty in electoral malpractices should be banned from
politics for life.

6. Pressure groups should rise up from all quarters to oppose electoral
malpractices

7. There should be a programme to educate the majority.

Assignment
Mention 4 solutions/prevention of electoral malpractices

Test and Exercise

1. INEC stands for (a) Independent National Electoral Commission (b)
Independent Nigeria Electoral Commission (c) Individual National Election
Corporation (d) Independent National Election Commission. ans (a)



. All of these are forms of electoral malpractices except (a) under age voting
(b) multiple voting (c) Avoidance of violence (d) bribery and corruption. ans
(c)

. One of these is not the duties of the electoral bodies (a) conduct of voter’s
registration (b) printing of ballot papers (c) supervision of elections (d)
campaigning to voters. ans (d)

. Failure to conduct a free and fair election is an attribute of (a) election (b)
electoral bodies (c) electoral malpractices (g) voting. ans (c)

. Electoral malpractices can be prevented by (a) arresting innocent voters (b)
stealing ballot boxes and papers (c) arresting and prosecution of people who
violate election laws (d) allowing under age vote. ans (c)



